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to go where they pleased. This was done ; they betook themselves to the middle of a forest, and there the Saint was buried, never to trouble any more his admiring but timid devotees. ^
Out of fifty people who have read the Vie de Jesus probably only one or two have gone on to Les Apotres. It will be reasonable accordingly for me to speak at greater length about that work.
It begins with a long Introduction, much of which is, as was inevitable, devoted to explaining what is the proper use to be made of the Acts of the Apostles, and to showing that it was an Eirenicon, an attempt to reconcile the opposite and hostile schools of St. James, known as the Lord's brother, and of St. Paul. Some critics have treated the Acts as a document of the most absolute authenticity ; others have considered the earlier portion of it as little better than a romance. The truth, according to Renan, lies between these two extremes. Its statements must be checked by other documents of more authority, such as the Epistle to the Galatians. The miraculous narratives must be treated as on a par with all other miraculous narratives ancient or modern; but when all reasonable deductions from the value of the book have been made, it remains, even in its earlier portions, a very